
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Geography at Fender 
 
 

 



Intent 

Our geography curriculum is designed to be adapti ve, engaging, and rooted in real-life learning; it will empower pupils with a deep understanding of the world 
around them—both locally and globally. Children will lea ve with a strong sense of place, the ability to think critically about human and physical processes, 
and an appreciation for di verse en vironments and cultures. They will be equipped with real-life skills such as map reading, enquiry, and data interpretation, 

fostering confidence, curiosity, and a lifelong interest in the world and how it is changing. 
 

Our curriculum is rooted in high expectations for all supported by high-quality adapti ve practice. Di verse and high-quality texts underpin our curriculum, as 
well as rich opportunities for oracy, vocabulary de velopment and a growing mastery of knowledge, skills and concepts.  

Implementation 

Our pedagogy is built around three key concepts: 
 

1.​ Command of the Content / Excellent Subject Knowledge 
2.​ Consistent Environment, Relationships and Routines 

3.​ Cornerstones of Teaching & Learning (outlined beneath) 
 

Core Knowledge is Clear Oracy Rich Opportunities  Adapti ve Practice 

The core knowledge for each lesson is clear, 
explicit and broken down into clear steps. 

Oracy ele vates learning and offers the opportunity 
to promote disciplinary talk.  

Oracy is a feature of e very lesson and is the 
outcome of at least one lesson per unit.  

Learning is adapted carefully to meet the needs of 
all learners regardless of need or starting point.  

Di verse & High-Quality Texts Vocabulary Revision & Assessment  

Our curriculum is underpinned by di verse and 
high-quality texts that allow themsel ves to see 

themsel ves and others.  

Vocabulary is explicitly taught and re vised.  
This builds a bank of disciplinary vocabulary that 

is re vised regularly 

Assessment is ongoing and purposeful. 
Each lesson begins with a re view of last week’s 

learning. 
Each unit ends with a summati ve assessment.  

Careers Modelling CPD 



Real life opportunities are woven into the 
curriculum including visits, trips and 

opportunities to look at careers within the subject. 
At our annual Careers’ Festi val, the subject is 

represented by professionals.  

Modelling is one of our true cornerstones of 
teaching and learning. Whate ver the task, 

high-quality modelling helps unlock student 
understanding.  

Ongoing CPD for subject leaders, teachers and 
teaching assistants ensures fidelity to our 

pedagogy.  
 

Cultural Capital Parental In vol vement  Monitoring 

Children learn about significant e vents, people 
and places that bolster their knowledge of the 

world. 
This is supported through visitors, trips and visits, 
and strengthened through our careful curation of 

high-quality and di verse texts.  

Parents are in vited to share in the learning journey 
through our engaging road maps.  

Learning is shared routinely on Class Dojo.  
Parents are in vited in for special occasions, e vents 

and celebrations. 

Subjects are monitored routinely through book 
looks, learning walks, pupil voice and governor 

visits. 

Impact 

Our geography curriculum ensures that pupils de velop a secure knowledge of locational and place geography, human and physical features, and key 
geographical skills. By the end of their primary journey, children will be able to communicate geographical information effecti vely, using maps, diagrams, 

and fieldwork observations. They will demonstrate curiosity about the world, show respect for different en vironments and cultures, and apply their 
understanding to real-life contexts—preparing them for the next stage of their education and their role as responsible global citizens. 

 
Children are engaged and enthused about Geography as shown in lesson visits, book looks, governor visits and pupil voice.  

 

 

 
 

 



 
Geography Long-Term Plan 

 Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Autumn Routes & 
Journeys 

 
My Home 

Wirral - My 
Place in the 

World 
 

Hot & Cold 
Climates 

Cities: UK and 
Europe 

USA Road Trip Amazing Africa Natural 
Disasters 

Spring  Seasonal 
Changes 

The United 
Kingdom 

Continents & 
Oceans 

Refugees: Why 
Do People Flee 
Their Homes 

World Biomes & 
Climates (South 

America, 
Rainforests) 

Ri vers Mountains 

Summer The Local Area Continents / 
Food / Flags / 
Celebrations 

 
 

Coasts, Hills & 
Ri vers 

Local Field Work Wirral Peninsula 
/ Coastline 

Climate Change Fair & Unfair 
Trade 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Progression Map 

 Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Locational 
Knowledge 
 
 
 
 
 

Talk about places 
they know (e.g., 
home, school). 

Name local 
places and basic 
UK countries. 

Name continents 
and oceans; 
locate major UK 
cities. 

Locate key 
countries in 
Europe and 
major cities in 
the UK. 

Locate countries 
and features on 
world maps 
(ri vers, 
mountains). 

Identify key 
global locations 
(e.g., tropics, 
hemispheres, 
time zones). 

Accurately locate 
a wide range of 
places and 
geographical 
features across 
the world. 
 

Place Knowledge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Talk about 
similarities and 
differences 
between places 
they ha ve been. 

Describe a local 
place and a 
contrasting 
non-UK place. 

Compare two 
contrasting 
places (local and 
global). 

Compare two 
regions in Europe 
or UK, noting 
similarities and 
differences. 

Compare and 
contrast physical 
and human 
features of 
different 
countries / 
regions. 

Explain how and 
why places are 
similar/different, 
including human 
and physical 
factors. 

Analyse complex 
comparisons 
between regions 
globally, 
explaining 
interactions 
between physical 
and human 
geography. 

Human and 
Physical 
Geography 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Talk about daily 
weather and 
observe simple 
physical features 
(trees, hills). 

Identify basic 
human and 
physical features 
(town, farm, 
ri ver, mountain). 

Describe key 
features (e.g., 
beach, cliff, city, 
village) and 
simple weather 
patterns. 

Describe and 
explain key 
aspects of 
physical 
geography 
(volcanoes, 
earthquakes, 
ri vers). 

Explain patterns 
in human 
geography 
(settlements, 
land use, trade 
links). 

Explore 
en vironmental 
regions and 
impacts of 
human acti vity 
on them. 

Analyse how 
physical and 
human processes 
interact to 
influence 
landscapes and 
en vironments. 

Geographical 
Skills and 
Fieldwork 

Explore outdoor 
spaces using 
simple language 

Use simple maps 
and positional 
language (left, 

Use basic map 
symbols and 
simple aerial 

Use 4-point 
compass 
directions and 

Use 8-point 
compass 
directions, 4- 

Gather and 
present data 
through 

Conduct detailed 
fieldwork; 
present findings 



 
 
 
 

(up, down, near, 
far). 

right, near, far). photographs. begin to use grid 
references. 

and 6-figure grid 
references, and 
OS maps. 

fieldwork (e.g., 
measuring, 
observing, 
recording). 

using graphs, 
charts, digital 
mapping, and 
detailed maps. 
 

Environmental 
Understanding 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice seasonal 
changes and how 
places change. 

Talk about how 
weather affects 
daily life. 

Understand how 
en vironments 
can be different 
or similar. 

Describe how 
people affect the 
en vironment 
positi vely and 
negati vely. 

Begin to e valuate 
human impact 
on physical 
en vironments 
and suggest 
improvements. 

Explain global 
en vironmental 
issues 
(deforestation, 
climate change) 
and propose 
solutions. 

Critically 
e valuate 
sustainability 
issues, showing 
understanding of 
global 
interdependence 
and possible 
future impacts. 

Vocabulary 
Development 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use simple 
positional and 
descripti ve words 
(near, far, big, 
small). 

Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary 
(beach, cliff, city, 
town, weather). 

Use expanded 
vocabulary for 
physical and 
human features. 

Use precise 
geographical 
terms (e.g., 
tributary, 
erosion, 
settlement). 

Use broader 
technical 
vocabulary (e.g., 
climate, 
population 
distribution, 
trade). 

Apply complex 
geographical 
vocabulary 
confidently (e.g., 
biome, 
ecosystem, 
tectonic acti vity). 

Use 
sophisticated 
and critical 
vocabulary to 
discuss 
geographical 
concepts in 
depth. 

Speak like a 
Geographer 
 
 
 
 
 

Talk about places 
they know using 
basic words 
("park," "shop," 
"sea"). 

Use simple 
geographical 
vocabulary (hill, 
ri ver, city) to 
describe places. 

Describe places 
and features 
using more 
specific 
vocabulary 
(continent, coast, 
ocean). 

Explain 
geographical 
patterns and 
features clearly 
using 
subject-specific 
vocabulary. 

Present 
geographical 
information in a 
structured way 
using 
appropriate 
terms (e.g., 

Debate and 
discuss 
geographical 
issues (e.g., 
climate change) 
using e vidence 
and 

Communicate 
complex 
geographical 
ideas confidently 
using precise, 
technical 
language and 



 
 

erosion, 
settlement, 
trade). 

subject-specific 
language. 

critical 
e valuation of 
e vidence. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Core Knowledge Tracker 

 Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Autumn  
Geography Core Knowledge Tracker 

Spring 

Summer 

Vocabulary 

Autumn home, house, 
flat, family, 
room, door, 

window, 
street, 

address, roof, 
garden, 

neighbour, 
map, inside, 

outside 

Wirral, town, 
village, city, 

country, 
England, 

place, map, 
location, 
address, 
near, far, 
local, UK, 

home 

climate, 
equator, 

temperature, 
desert, 

rainforest, 
Arctic, 

Antarctica, 
polar, hot, 

cold, weather, 
season, sun, 

ice, shade 

city, urban, 
capital, 

transport, 
population, 

region, 
services, 

infrastructure
, landmark, 
migration, 

density, 
country, 
housing, 

map, 
regeneration 

state, route, 
continent, 

region, 
landmark, 

plains, 
canyon, 
national 

park, 
population, 

border, 
capital, 

compass, 
map, climate, 

di versity 

continent, 
sa vannah, 

desert, 
equator, 

rainforest, 
culture, 

agriculture, 
economy, 
resource, 
wildlife, 
region, 

population, 
di versity, 

urban, 
language 

earthquake, 
volcano, 
tsunami, 
hurricane, 

flood, 
drought, 

landslide, 
eruption, 
tectonic, 
epicentre, 

e vacuation, 
aftershock, 

hazard, 
disaster, aid 

Spring season, United 
continent, 

refugee, biome, source, mountain 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-FCVDAcOG164HvcXoXXp6JEWbIXc8CBCJSEQNCR6kWY/edit?tab=t.0


weather, 
autumn, 
winter, 
spring, 

summer, hot, 
cold, rain, 
snow, sun, 

cloudy, 
windy, leaf, 

clothes 

Kingdom, 
England, 
Scotland, 

Wales, 
Northern 
Ireland, 
capital, 
London, 
Cardiff, 

Edinburgh, 
Belfast, flag, 
island, sea, 

country, 
nation 

ocean, world, 
globe, land, 

water, 
Europe, 

Africa, Asia, 
Australia, 
Atlantic, 
Pacific, 
Arctic, 

Southern, 
Indian 

 

asylum, 
migration, 

flee, conflict, 
border, 

country, 
shelter, 
safety, 

persecution, 
integration, 
displaced, 

rights, 
escape, 

humanitarian 

rainforest, 
canopy, 

ecosystem, 
climate, 
equator, 

vegetation, 
adaptation, 
biodi versity, 

tropical, 
deforestation, 
temperature, 
en vironment, 
humid, forest 

floor 

mouth, 
tributary, 
meander, 

confluence, 
erosion, 

deposition, 
floodplain, 

current, 
sediment, 

delta, oxbow 
lake, channel, 

estuary, 
stream 

range, peak, 
summit, 
altitude, 

ele vation, 
slope, 

plateau, 
glacier, ridge, 

fold 
mountain, 
tectonic, 
terrain, 

valley, rock 
type, snow 

line 

Summer local, near, 
far, shop, 
park, road, 

school, walk, 
map, place, 

building, 
field, sign, 

route, tra vel 

continent, 
Africa, Asia, 

Europe, 
Australia, 
America, 

Antarctica, 
globe, 

culture, food, 
celebration, 
tradition, 

country, flag, 
world 

coast, beach, 
cliff, sea, hill, 

mountain, 
ri ver, stream, 
flow, bank, 
valley, land, 

wa ve, 
erosion, 
pebble 

fieldwork, 
survey, 

observation, 
sketch map, 

key, 
compass, 
direction, 
human 
feature, 
physical 
feature, 

en vironment, 

peninsula, 
estuary, 

coastline, 
bay, 

headland, 
tide, erosion, 
deposition, 

wa ve, beach, 
cliff, groyne, 

harbour, 
tourism, 

conservation 

climate, 
global 

warming, 
carbon 

dioxide, fossil 
fuels, 

emissions, 
pollution, 

renewable, 
deforestation, 
temperature, 
greenhouse 

trade, import, 
export, 

producer, 
consumer, 

supply chain, 
fair trade, 

exploitation, 
economy, 
inequality, 

ethics, 
globalisation, 

product, 



land use, 
route, data, 
record, label 

gases, 
sustainabilit

y, 
en vironment, 

impact, 
conservation, 
responsibility 

market, 
distribution 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



National Curriculum – Geography 
Purpose of study  

A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will 
remain with them for the rest of their li ves. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about di verse places, people, resources 
and natural and human en vironments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. As 
pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction 
between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and en vironments. Geographical 
knowledge, understanding and skills provide the frameworks and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different 
scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time.  

Aims  

The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils:  

♣ de velop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their 
defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of 
processes  

♣ understand the processes that gi ve rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are 
interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time  

♣ are competent in the geographical skills needed to:  

♣ collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their 
understanding of geographical processes  

♣ interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and 
Geographical Information Systems (GIS)  



♣ communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitati ve skills and 
writing at length.  

Subject content  
Key stage 1  

Pupils should de velop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They should understand basic 
subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including 
first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness.  

Pupils should be taught to:  

Locational knowledge  

♣ name and locate the world’s se ven continents and fi ve oceans  

♣ name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding 
seas  

Place knowledge  

♣ understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of 
the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country Human and physical geography  

♣ identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles  

♣ use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

♣ key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, ri ver, soil, valley, vegetation, season and 
weather  



♣ key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop Geographical skills and 
fieldwork  

♣ use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and 
oceans studied at this key stage  

♣ use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and 
far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map  

♣ use aerial photographs and plan perspecti ves to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; de vise a simple 
map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key  

♣ use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and 
physical features of its surrounding en vironment.  

Key stage 2  

Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, 
North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human 
and physical features. They should de velop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their 
locational and place knowledge.  

Pupils should be taught to:  

Locational knowledge  

♣ locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their en vironmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities  

♣ name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and ri vers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects ha ve changed over time  



♣ identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 
Place knowledge  

♣ understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America Human and physical geography  

♣ physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, ri vers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and 
the water cycle  

♣ human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic acti vity including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water  

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

♣ use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied  

♣ use the eight points of a compass, four and si x-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey 
maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world  

♣ use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

 

 

 

 

 



Geography Lesson Structure 

‘Memory Geog’ Revision & Recap 
 

Teacher re visits learning from last week, last term and last year. 
Absent children from the pre vious week/lesson find out the core learning from last week. 

 

Locational Knowledge 
 

Fi ve minutes explicit re vision of locational knowledge 
 

Vocabulary / Oracy 
 

Vocabulary is explicitly taught using oracy-rich strategies. 
 

Explicit Teaching of New Knowledge  
 

Teacher uses the road map to place new learning in the context of the unit. 
Teacher uses core principles of our Fender Pedagogy to teach new core knowledge from that week. 

 

Independence  
 

Children practice and de velop their knowledge, through application of a historical skill in their independent (or group) work.  
This could be written or orally recorded, dependent on the knowledge, skill and task of that lesson.  

 

Review...Revise…Reflect…Where Next? 
 

Teacher to make explicit the core knowledge from that lesson - three core facts! 
Revise that lesson’s taught vocabulary 

Use the road map to look ahead - where does this knowledge take us next?  
 

 



  
Fender Primary 

Geography Reading Spine 
 

 
EYFS 

 
 
​ 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 2  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 3  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 4  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 5  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Year 6  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 


