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Intent 

At our school, Religious Education plays a vital role in de veloping our pupils’ understanding of themsel ves, others, and the wider world. Our curriculum is built on the principles of 
curiosity, respect, and reflection. It is designed to support children in exploring life’s big questions and understanding the beliefs, values, and traditions of people from a range of religions 

and world views. 

We aim to foster a sense of respect and empathy in all pupils, enabling them to celebrate di versity and li ve well with others in a multicultural society. Through engaging and 
thought-provoking lessons, children learn about and from religion, de veloping both knowledge and personal insight. 

Our RE curriculum encourages children to think critically, ask meaningful questions, and reflect on their own beliefs, experiences, and values. It promotes tolerance, compassion, and 
understanding—essential qualities for life in modern Britain and beyond. 

We are committed to deli vering high-quality RE that is inclusi ve, academically rigorous, and rele vant to the li ves of all our pupils. 

Implementation 

Our pedagogy is built around three key concepts: 
 

1.​ Command of the Content / Excellent Subject Knowledge 
2.​ Consistent Environment, Relationships and Routines 

3.​ Cornerstones of Teaching & Learning (outlined beneath) 
 

Core Knowledge Oracy Rich Opportunities  Adapti ve Practice 

The core knowledge for each lesson is clear and explicit.  
This learning is broken down into clear steps. 

Oracy ele vates learning and offers the opportunity to 
promote disciplinary talk.  

Oracy is a feature of e very lesson and is the outcome of at 
least one lesson per unit.  

Learning is adapted carefully to meet the needs of all 
learners regardless of need or starting point.  

Di verse & High-Quality Texts Vocabulary Revision & Assessment  

Our curriculum is underpinned by di verse and high-quality 
texts that allow themsel ves to see themsel ves and others.  

Vocabulary is explicitly taught and re vised.  
This builds a bank of disciplinary vocabulary that is re vised 

regularly 

Assessment is ongoing and purposeful. 
Each lesson begins with a re view of last week’s learning. 

Each unit ends with a summati ve assessment.  

Careers  Modelling CPD 



 

Real life opportunities are woven into the curriculum 
including visits, trips and opportunities to look at careers 

within the subject. 
At our annual Careers’ Festi val, the subject is represented by 

professionals.  

Modelling is one of our true cornerstones of teaching and 
learning. Whate ver the task, high-quality modelling helps 

unlock student understanding.  

Ongoing CPD for subject leaders, teachers and teaching 
assistants ensures fidelity to our pedagogy.  

 

Cultural Capital Parental In vol vement  Monitoring 

Children learn about significant e vents, people and places 
that bolster their knowledge of the world. 

This is supported through visitors, trips and visits, and 
strengthened through our careful curation of high-quality 

and di verse texts.  

Parents are in vited to share in the learning journey through 
our engaging road maps.  

Learning is shared routinely on Class Dojo.  
Parents are in vited in for special occasions, e vents and 

celebrations. 

Subjects are monitored routinely through book looks, 
learning walks, pupil voice and governor visits 

Impact 

Religious Education (RE) plays a vital role in de veloping pupils’ understanding of themsel ves, others, and the wider world. Through a rich and varied RE curriculum, children gain knowledge 
and insight into a range of world religions, world views, and ethical beliefs, enabling them to explore deep and meaningful questions about identity, belonging, purpose, and values. 

Our curriculum promotes respectful dialogue and critical thinking, encouraging pupils to reflect on different beliefs and practices while de veloping their own informed viewpoints. Pupils 
learn not only to appreciate the richness and di versity of global faiths but also to challenge stereotypes and foster empathy in an increasingly interconnected world. 

By the end of primary school, pupils will ha ve a secure knowledge of key beliefs, practices, symbols, and stories from major world religions and non-religious world views. They will 
demonstrate curiosity, tolerance, and respect when discussing religious and philosophical ideas, and will be able to articulate their thoughts confidently, listen thoughtfully to others, and 

contribute to reasoned debate. Children will make meaningful connections between what they learn in RE and their own li ves, the wider community, and global issues. 

RE at our school empowers children to become open-minded, reflecti ve, and compassionate indi viduals who are prepared for life in a di verse, multi-faith society. 

 
 
 



 

R.E. Long-Term Plan 

 Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Autumn A1 – Why am I 
special? Who is 
special to me? 

(friends and family)  
Why do I 

belie ve/value? 

A2 – Special 
festi vals (Christmas 
- Christianity and 
Shabbat/Sabbath  

Judaism) 

A1 -  What do 
Christians belie ve 
they need to do in 

order to lead a good 
life?  

A2 – The Story of 
Christmas 

A1 -  What is 
important to 

Christians in stories 
about Jesus? 

A2 -  Light of the 
World 

  

A1 –  I belong to a 
Muslim Family 

–What is it like to 
follow a Muslim way 

of life in Britain 
today? 

A2 –  Special People, 
Special Places – The 
role of the Angels in 
the Christmas Story   

A1 – Worship and 
Worshipping – a 

comparison of Islam 
and Christianity  

A2 -  Special People, 
Special Places – The 
role of the Shepherds 

in the Christmas 
Story  ​  

A1 - What is it like 
to follow a Jewish 

way of life in Britain 
today? 

A2 – True meaning 
of Christmas 

A1 -  What is it like 
to follow a Muslim 

way of life in Britain 
today? 

A2 - Christmas 
around the world 

  

Spring  Sp1 –   Special 
stories (New 
Testament - 
Christianity) 

Sp2 –   Special 
people/role models 

(Abraham - Judaism 
and Jesus & Easter 

- Christianity) 

Sp1 –  What is it like 
to follow a Jewish 

way of life in Britain 
today? -  Life from 
the perspecti ve of a 

Jewish Child  

Sp2 – Why does 
Easter matter to a 
Christian child? 

Sp1 - Faith stories -  
What makes stories 

important?  

Sp2 – Easter 
celebrations and 

symbols  -  What 
happened at Easter 

and how does it 
make people feel? 

Sp1 -  What is it like 
to follow a Sikh way 

of life in Britain 
today?  

Sp 2 - Easter Bible 
Study – The Easter 
Story Through the 

Words of the 
Disciples 

Sp1 - Journeys and 
Moving On 

–Christianity (Mary 
Jones)  

Sp2 –  Easter: 
Friendship, Feelings 

and Forgi veness       
​  

Sp1 - Faith in Action 

Sp 2 –  Journey with 
Jesus to the cross     

​  

  

Sp1 -  Journeys 
(Christian and 

Muslim traditions)  

Sp2 –  Easter: The 
Afterlife 



 

Summer S1 – Special stories 
(Old Testament, 

including the 
creation story - 
Christianity and 

Judaism)  

S2 – Our special 
world and how we 
can look after it 
(Christianity, 

Judaism and World 
Views) 

S1 – Special Places: 
the Jewish Home  

S2 -  Belonging- 
What does it mean 

to belong? 

S1 -   Our World - 
What Responsibility 

Has God Gi ven 
People for Taking 
Care of Creation?  

S2 - How do people 
demonstrate their 

beliefs? Link to 
Humanism 

S1&2  Christians 
Who Inspired and 

Influenced the World   

S1&2 –  Religion and 
the Environment – 

Making a difference 
for now and for the 

future 

S1&2 - Humanism / 
spirited arts 

  

S1&2 - Precious and 
the Natural World 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Progression Map 

 Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Recognise and name 
some celebrations 

and figures in 
different religions. 

Retell religious 
stories and recognise 

key beliefs and 
practices. 

Recognise places 
and symbols from 

different faiths. 

Describe and 
compare key beliefs 

and practices. 

Explain the 
significance of 

worship, festi vals, 
and rituals. 

Explain how beliefs 
influence beha viour. 

Explore di versity 
and change within 

and between 
religions and 
world views. 

Beliefs and 
Teachings 

Talk about what is 
important to 

themsel ves and 
others. 

Recognise beliefs 
about God and the 
world in different 

religions. 

Explore stories and 
teachings in 

religions. 

Explore how 
scriptures influence 

belie vers. 

Discuss differences 
in interpretation of 

religious texts. 

Evaluate how beliefs 
are expressed and 

interpreted. 

Consider multiple 
perspecti ves in 
understanding 

teachings. 

Expression and 
Symbols 

Use role play, art, 
and music to 
express ideas. 

Recognise and use 
religious symbols. 

Express meaning 
through drawing or 

storytelling. 

Interpret how 
artefacts 

communicate beliefs. 

Explore religious 
symbolism in 

worship. 

Analyse use of 
metaphor and 
symbolism. 

Understand 
controversy around 

expression in 
different religions. 

Practices and 
Lifestyles 

Talk about 
celebrations and 

belonging. 

Identify religious 
practices in daily 

life. 

Recognise how 
people express 

belonging. 

Compare worship 
practices and moral 

choices. 

Describe how belief 
influences lifestyle. 

Explain how belief 
shapes life across 

traditions. 

Critically compare 
indi vidual and 

communal practices. 

Identity, Values and 
Belonging 

Talk about their own 
feelings and 
experiences. 

Recognise others’ 
values and ideas. 

Understand how 
religion supports 

belonging. 

Reflect on religious 
identity and values. 

Explore li ves of 
inspiring religious 

figures. 

Critique ethical 
teachings in real life. 

Reflect on personal 
values through 
religious and 

humanist ideas. 

Reflection and 
Response 

Show curiosity about 
the world. 

Ask simple 
questions about 

religion and 
meaning. 

Respond to big 
questions about life. 

Form thoughtful 
responses to 

religious ideas. 

Debate big life 
questions. 

Justify views with 
reasoning. 

Reflect on different 
world views with 
increasing depth. 



 

Oracy in R.E. Use key religious 
words in simple 

sentences. 

Talk about ideas and 
beliefs in full 

sentences. 

Ask and answer 
rele vant questions. 

Justify opinions in 
discussion. 

Use growing 
vocabulary in 

structured dialogue. 

Present arguments 
clearly using 

subject-specific 
vocabulary. 

Respond 
thoughtfully to 

differing views in 
respectful dialogue. 

 
 
 

Vocabulary 

 Reception Year One Year Two Year Three Year Four Year Fi ve Year Si x 

Autumn special, family, 
friend, celebrate, 

Christmas, Shabbat 
Christian, belief, 

good life, Christmas 

Jesus, parable, light, 
Christingle​

 
 

 Muslim, Islam, 
Qur'an, angel, 

Christmas​
 
​
 
 
 

worship, mosque, 
church, Shepherds, 

Christmas 

Judaism, Torah, 
mitz vot, Hanukkah, 

Christmas 
Nati vity​
 Advent​

 Tradition​
 Epiphany​

​
 
 
 

Fi ve Pillars 
Qur’an 
Mosque 

Ramadan 
Halal 

UmmahIncarnation​
 Cultural di versity 

 

Spring story, Jesus, 
Abraham, Easter Jewish, Torah, 

Shabbat, Easter, 
Moses​

 

 

faith, story, symbol, 
resurrection​

 
 

Sikh, Guru, Khalsa, 
disciples, Easter journey, Bible, 

forgi veness, Easter​
 

action, justice, cross, 
Jesus 

transformation 
Pilgrimage, Hajj, 

Sacred, Ritual, Faith, 
Resurrection, 
Crucifi xion, 

Sal vation, Afterlife​
  

 



 

Summer creation, world, care, 
God, Jewish, 

Christian 
home, mezuzah, 

belonging, symbol 

creation, 
responsibility, 

Humanist, belief 

inspiration, 
Christianity, 

influence, belief 
en vironment, 
stewardship, 

creation, faith 

Humanism, spirited 
arts, values, 
expression 

Creation​
 Stewardship​

 Respect​
 Conservation​

 Sustainability​
 Sacredness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
National Curriculum – R.E. 
Purpose of study  

Religious Education aims to de velop pupils’ understanding of the world’s principal religions and world views, and their influence on indi viduals, 
communities, and cultures.​
 RE helps pupils to explore challenging questions about the meaning and purpose of life, beliefs about God, issues of right and wrong, and what it 
means to be human.​
 It supports pupils’ spiritual, moral, social, and cultural de velopment and promotes respect and tolerance in a di verse society. 

Aims of Religious Education 

RE should ensure that all pupils: 

●​ de velop knowledge and understanding of a range of religions and world views, recognising their local, national and global contexts​

 
●​ de velop an understanding of the beliefs, practices and ways of life of people who follow religious and non-religious world views​

 
●​ express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religions and world views through thoughtful and informed reflection​

 
●​ de velop skills for li ving in a di verse world, including respect for others, empathy, and the ability to discuss and debate issues respectfully. 

Key Stage 1 

Pupils should: 

●​ learn about different beliefs about God and the world​

 



 
●​ explore stories and symbols from different religions​

 
●​ begin to understand how people express their beliefs in their daily li ves​

 
●​ recognise what is special to themsel ves and others​

 
●​ begin to use religious vocabulary​

 
●​ ask and respond to questions about beliefs and values​

 

Key Stage 2 

Pupils should: 

●​ explore and compare key beliefs, teachings, and practices from major world religions and non-religious world views​

 
●​ in vestigate how religious beliefs influence indi viduals, families, and communities​

 
●​ explore moral and ethical questions​

 
●​ consider different perspecti ves on life’s big questions​

 
●​ de velop skills of interpretation, reflection, and e valuation​

 
●​ use subject-specific vocabulary confidently and appropriately​

 

Core Religions and World views (commonly covered in most agreed syllabuses) 



 
Most agreed syllabuses require coverage of: 

●​ Christianity (taught throughout all key stages)​
 

●​ Islam, Hinduism, Judaism (and sometimes Buddhism and Sikhism)​
 

●​ Non-religious world views, such as Humanism, especially in Key Stage 2 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

R.E. Lesson Structure 

Revision & Recap 
 

Teacher re visits learning from last week, last term and last year. 
Absent children from the pre vious week/lesson find out the core learning from last week. 

 

Vocabulary / Oracy  
 

Vocabulary is explicitly taught using oracy-rich strategies. 
 

Explicit Teaching of New Knowledge  
 

Teacher uses the road map to place new learning in the context of the unit. 
Teacher uses core principles of our Fender Pedagogy to teach new core knowledge from that week. 

 

Independence  
 

Children practice and de velop their knowledge, through application of a historical skill in their independent (or group) work.  
This could be written or orally recorded, dependent on the knowledge, skill and task of that lesson.  

 

Review...Revise…Reflect…Where Next? 
 

Teacher to make explicit the core knowledge from that lesson - three core facts! 
Revise that lesson’s taught vocabulary 

Use the road map to look ahead - where does this knowledge take us next?  
 

 
 



 
 

 Fender Primary 
R.E. Reading Spine 

EYFS 
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